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Year 10 Options A letter to students

You are coming to an extremely important moment in your school life as you approach the
end of KS3 and begin to think about KS4 and GCSE courses. This is also an exciting
opportunity for you to have a direct saywhat you want to study for the next two years.

The decisions you make now could well have an effect on decisions you will make later as
sixteen year olds after GCSBshether staying on into the Sixth Form, starting employment,
taking up training or gom off to college. It is very important, therefore, that you choose
wisely and leave yourself as many avenues open as possible for the future.

This booklet has been put together to give you a good understanding of what courses are on
offer at Alperton Commnity School over the next two years. You will find details of what the
courses consist of and what is required by them. Some of the courses are new so read
carefully!

A key decision to make is whether you opt for the all GCSESs route, or a combirfai@sg&s
and vocational courses. You will have an individual appointment with your Form Tutor when
you will be given advice about the route that will be best for you. Students should fill in the
form at the back of the booklet before meeting their Form Truto

Various people will also be talking to you about the choices you will have to make. Your
parents will naturally be interested, Careers advisers will give you guidance, teachers will talk
to you about their subjects, your Form Tutor will be availabdJol RZA OS 'y R LQY
will talk with your friends about what you will all be doing next. However, do remember that
the decision should be yours and it should be made for the right reasons.

Please show this booklet to your parents and discuss frmughts and possible choices with
them. Do talk to as many people as possible about your ideas for the future and how you
GKAY]l e2dzff 3IASG GKSNB®

When you come to make your choices, it is very important that you also have a reserve
choice in case we oaot arrange the exact combination of subjects you are seeking.

Remember that final decisions about options will only be taken when we are all sure they are
the right ones.

Good luck with your thinking and planniggnext year really marks the start tfe adult
phase of your education so you need to make mature and sensible decisions now.

[‘lf ¥«

Mrs. M Rafee; Headteacher (January 20)
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WHAT ARE GCSEs? ,

J
General Certificate of Education (GCSE)

This is a two year course leading to examinations. All subjects have formal
examinations either during the course or at the end or both.

Certificates will be awarded on an eight grade scale fromgratiethrough to G
grade

A* is awarded to showutstanding performance.

Applied GCSEs have a higher percentage of coursework and a lower percentage
of exam marks. Applied GCSEs are worth 2 GCSEs

Most subjects will also include coursework and/or controlled assessments.
Coursework is designed to all®tudents to demonstrate their abilities without
the time constraints of an examination and without the need for reliance on a
strong memory. This means that students can develop lines of thought,
research material and explore issues in depth.

Controlled @sessments have recently been introduced to the curriculum by the
Government. They have a similar purpose to coursework, but they are
completed under supervision by teachers.



YEAR 1011 GCSE OPTION

In Year 9 you have to choose options for GCSE (/&
V4

There are certain subjects you have to take, but remember
it is you who has to do the studying. (& \

—
Try and decide: \H/ —
m- N (/'%
e What use are they? A l(
e How do you choose from all the rest?

You will need to think about the following things

e The subjects you enjoy most

e Where to get help and advice

e Things you are good at

e Subjects you may need for your future career

e Keeping your options open by choosing a wide range of subjects

Information and Advice

Information and advice may be obtained from:

Your Form Tutor and €dutor

Your Learning Progress Leaddis Kazmi

Subject teachers

CtKS {OK22f /-MNBWSESNHEQ I ROA&2N]
The SENCOMs Minott-Statham

Connexions Seilce

Mr RustAndrewsc Director of KS3

Mr Hill ¢ Director of KS4.

gegeegeeee



YEAR 10 CURRICULUM 22001

Every student in Year 10 follows a Core Curriculum. These Core subjects are:

e ENGLISH

e MATHEMATICS

e DOUBLE SCIENCE

CORE SUBJECTS e CITIZENSHIP/
PERSONAL,SOCIAL & HEALTH

EDUCATION

e RELIGIOUS STUDIES

e PHYSICAL EDUCATION




THE OPTION SYSTEM

You now need to make up #tal of 4 Unitsfrom:

« APPLIED GCSE SUBJECTS

And
« SINGLE GCSE SUBJECTS

APPLIED GCSE SUBJ
(These ar@ UnitGCSBs

SINGLE GCSE SUBJECTS
(These arel unit GCSBs

APPLIED BUSINESS STUDIES

APPLIED ENGINEERING
DIPLOMA IN DIGITAL
APPLICATIONS (DIDA)
HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE

SKILLS FOR WORKING LIFE *

N

\

ART AND DESIGN
DRAMA

MUSIC

MEDIA STUDIES
LITERACY SKILLS
STUDY PLUS**
GEOGRAPHY
HISTORY

SOCIOLOGY

FRENCH

GUJARATI

FOOD & NUTRITION
GRAPHIC PRODUCTS
PRODUCT DESIGN
TEXTILES

P.E. GCSE

ICT FAST TRACK
DIGITAL APPLICATIONS
SEPARATE SCIENCE S
STATISTICS

* The Skills for Working Life course earns an Entry level Certificate and can lead
on to BTec National Levels 1 and 2 and to GCSEs.
** Study Plus enables you to drop one option subject in return for extra support
for core subjects, particularMaths and English
*** | iteracy skills option is an Entry Level certificate and can lead tol@Qé&]

1 and 2 as well as GCSE



YOUR OPTION CHOICES (= =

You need a total of 4 Units from Applied GCSEs and Single Subject GCSE ) {

For example:

Student 1might choose

Applied Business Studies 2 Units
+
Diploma in Digital Applications (DIDA) 2 Units
Total: 4 Units
Student 2 might choose:
Health & Social Care 2 Units
+
French 1 Unit
+
Drama 1 Unit
Total: 4 Units
Student 3might choose:
French 1 Unit
+
Drama 1 Unit
+
Product Design 1 Unit
+
History 1 Unit

Total 4 Units



MAKING YOUR CHOICES

You should only make your choices after careful guidance and discussion with your Form
Tutor, Subject Tutors, Learning Progress Leader and parents.

Most of you will be able to study the combination of subjects that you have chosen. It is,
however, inevitable that a few students may not be able to take the exact combination they
have chosen. If this happens then we will ask these students to madleeamative choice.

.-i .
‘\‘ "‘

You will be asked to complete a sheet on which you write down the subjects you have
chosen.

Filling in the Application Form

To help you decide, the following pages gives descriptions of the various subjects.
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y4 GCSE ENGLISH

;\,

The examinations will be set in two tietbundationQ I higerQ '® ¢KS ¥ 7\)/ If RSO
which tier and which pathway each student is to be entered for will be made earlier on in
Year 11. Alternative qualifications will be offered for students needing additional support.

POSSIBLE PATHWAYS IN ENGLISH

039
' EITHER OR
ENGLISH LANGUAGE
| b5 X ENGLISH
2 GCSEs 1 GCSE
G S &

What you will study ifenglish

Unit 1: Understanding and Producing Ndittion Texts

External examination

Students are required to read and understand a range offiaiion texts, identifying the
GNAGSNEQ ONIFGa YR NXYyaFSNNAy3d GKSas$s
audiences and purposes.

Unit 2: Speaking and Listening
Controlled Assessment
Students will be assessed thimee Speaking and Listening tasks although they may well

more than one performance of each activity during the unit. They will be assessmteon
activity in each of the following categories:

] presenting
] discussing and listening
] role playing

Unit 3: Understanding and Producing Creative Texts

Controlled Assessment
Part A: Students will study a play by Shakespeare
Part B: Students must produteo pieces of creative writing.

AssessmertEnglish
Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3
External exam 40% Controlled Assessment 20% Controlled Assessment 40%
(20% for each text)

10



What you will study in .English Literature

Unit 1: Exploring Modern Texts

External examination

Students will studywo modern texts,one of which will be exploring different cultures sug
as;

] Of Mice and Men

] To Kill a Mockingbird

Unit 2: Poetry Across Time
External examination
Students will study an anthology fifteen poems and also respond to an unseen poem.

Unit 3: The Significancef Shakespeare and the English Literary Heritage

Controlled Assessment

Students will studypne play by Shakespeare aode other text from the English Literary
heritage, such as;

] Wuthering Heights

] Great Expectations

Assessment English Literature

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3

External examination 40% | External exam 35% Controlled Assessment 25%
(Anthology 23%,Unseen
poem 12%)

What you will study in..English Language

Unit 1: Understanding and Producing Néittion Texts
External examination
(same agnglish GCSE above)

Unit 2: Speaking and Listening
Controlled Assessment
(same as English GCSE above)

Unit 3: Understanding Spoken and Written Texts and Writing Creatively

Controlled Assessment

Part A A study of a text for example, a collection of poemsisort stories or a novel.

Part B Students will creatéwo pieces of original writing.

Part C Studying the spoken language. Students should consider how language is used in differ
contexts.

Assessment English Language

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3
External examinatiod0% Controlled Assessment 20% Controlled Assessment 40%
(20% reading 20% writing) (Extended Reading 15%,

Creative Writing 15%, Spok{
Language 10%)

11



How English can support you in the future...

English is a flexible and adaptaklabject that opens up a wide range of career choices.
Students who study English possess skills in written and spoken communication, working
independently and thinking critically, which are highly valued by employers.

English is usefuthe more we know abut the language the more chance we shall have of
success, whether we are advertisers, politicians, priests, journalists, doctors or lawyers.

12



-
i"~. MATHEMATICS GCSE

10

Maths is a core subject. It is taken by evestyident.

What will be taught?

Candidates at either higher or foundation level will do work on : geometrical facts associated
GAGK LI NFEtSt fAySas GNARFy3ItSa yR 20KSNJ LR2f
on length, area and volume; theelationship between powers and roots using surds;
repeated proportional change; compound measures; the use of fractions or percentages to
solve problems; the recognition of the limitations on the accuracy of data and
measurements; describing in symbols thde for a sequence; sketching and interpreting
graphs of linear functions and graphs that model real situations; loci; simplifying and
factorizing algebraic expressions; solving simultaneous equations, equations by trial and
improvement methods; describg a combination of transformations geometrically;
distinguishing between formulae by considering dimensions; the use of median and inter
quartile range; scatter diagrams and lines of best fit; box plots; exclusive and independent
events.

In addition, hitgper level candidates will cover: direct and inverse proportion; rational and
irrational numbers; converting recurring decimals to fractions; solving quadratic equations by
factorizing or graphical methods; the formula for solving quadratic equations; solve
simultaneous equations where one is quadratic; the meaning of the area under a graph;
transformations of graphs; selecting mathematical functions to fit sets of data; the use of
GNARI2Yy2YSOINE YR te&GKFI2NIaQ ¢KS2NBarards,y (0 KNJ
cones and spheres; simple vector methods used to solve problems; graphs of trigopnometric
functions; the sine and cosine rules; histograms; cumulative frequency diagrams; tree
diagrams; conditional probabilities.

How will it be taught?

TheMaths sets in Year 10 are decided on the basis of your performanc&3n K

In year 10 there are 5 sets in each hadfar group
As a general guideline:

e |Ifyou are atlevel 8, 7,6 or 5 or high 4 in Year 9 you will be placed in a set following
the HigherGCSE Maths Modular course.

o Ifyou are at level 4 or below you will be placed in a set following the Foundation

GCSE Maths Modular course.

e You will sit your first modular exam in November 2010.

13



e The course is covered in 7 periods in a fortnight and ime work assignments per
week.

How will it be examined?

We follow the Edexcel GCSE Syllabus 2MB01 (Modular)

The GCSE Maths Modular exam will be assessed in November 2010, MarciVia§12011
and May/June 2012.

Module 1 (Data Handling) is worth 3@#¥ithe course

Module 2 Number, Algebra, Shape and Space)

. This is worth 30% of the course

Module 3 Terminal exam is worth 40% of the course.
Grades available

Higher A*-D
Foundation C -G

14



SCIENCE GCSE AND BTEC OP1 0

The Science Faculty offers a choice of Modular GCSE and BTEC options that allow students to
prepare for different careers or further study.

To help you decide which option is best for you, choose the career aim thatapphes to
you:

Year 10 Year 11

Triple Science (3x GCSEs)

I like Science, I am good at it and work hard. I want to study a science based course at
university

Core Science Yr 10 Additional Science Yr 11
Triple Science option in years 10apd 11

Core and Additional Science (2x GCSEs)

I am good at science, | want to go to university but not to study Science
Core Science Yr 10 Additional Science Yr 11

BTEC Applied Science(4x GCSEs equivalent)

| like Science but find exams difficult. [ want a scientific career or to go to university but not
to study Science.
BTEC First Certificate Yr 10 BTEC First Diploma Yr 11

| |

GCSE Science
Each AQA course is made up of Biology, Chemistry and Physics units. Students are assessed
by taking end of unit exams and assessed practicals.

Core and Additional Sciends for students who can achieve a level 5 the end of Year 9 and
are expected to get a B grade or higher at GCSE.

Separate Sciencds for high performing students who expect to achieve a level 7 at the end

2F &@SIFN b YR Aa SEWSEiehcds StudddsBoldiv bk standagd T2 N
GCSE route (Core and Additional) and use one of their options to make up the extra modules

to give them 3 separate GCSE in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. (See the options section for
more information.)

BTEC

BTEC is entirely coursework based and is for students who find exams difficult but enjoy
science. The BTEC course is designed to give students and insight into working life and will
help students develop careers such as Lab technician, child care, plynalctrician, or
mechanic. BTEC qualification is also recognized by most universities and will count as part of

the 5 GCSEs needed to go university, but not to study science.
15



CITIZENSHIP SHORT COURS

Citizenship is a core subject. It is takley every student.

Citizenship is part of planned provision for personal and social development. The main aim is
to help students develop a secure sense of identity and help them to function well in the
world. In year 10 ad 11, student will study Citizepsind relationship Education All students

will follow the AQA syllabus for both RE and Citizenship, making a full GCSE.

AIMS
The aims of the Key Stage 4 Citizenship and RE are to help students to;

a. develop knowledge and understanding to become infedwitizens
b. develop skills of enquiry and communication
C. develop skills of participation and responsible action

In Citizenship, the following topics of Rights and Responsibilities, Government and
Democracy and Communities are covered across thestage.

One piece of coursework is completed at the start of Year 11 (40% of total marks) with one
written examination at the end of year 11.

16



| RELIGIOUS STUDIES: |
ﬂ SHORT COURSE (half GCSE): AQA 306 ﬂ

Religious Studies is@ore subject. It is taken by every student.

In year 10 and 11, students will study RS one hour a week. All students will follow the AQA
syllabus B unit 4Truth, Spirituality and Contemporary issues. One written examination will
be taken at the end ofgar 10 and will constitute half a GCSE. The scheme is modular and
can therefore be combined with the Citizenship module to make a full GCSE.

ﬁil\l/iy Stage 4, the Religious Education Department aims to achieve the following with
students.
a. To consideChristian and Muslim responses to moral issues
b. To identify and respond to fundamental questions of life raised by religion and
human experience, including questions about the meaning and purpose of
human life.
c. To develop the skills of descripticexplanation and evaluation and to use
these skills to respond to religious questions.

The following topics will be studied across the key stage.

Truth and Spirituality
Matters of Life
Matters of death
Drug abuse

Media and Technology

o a0k W D PE

Crime and Punishment
7. Rich and Poor

Questions will come from all seven topics and students will be expected to answer a question
on Truth and Spirituality and any 3 questions chosen from the remaining 6 topics.

The opportunity exists for students to opt to study for a furthatf GCSE in their own religious
tradition, but this is by means of private study NOT in school. Please see Mr. Slade for more details.

17



PHYSICAL EDUCATION

-

Throughout Year 10 and Year 11 the emphasis in Physical Education is on guailing
preparing students for participation in recreation at school and when they leave, and
encouragement of the pursuit of a healthy lifestyle

Programme Content and Organisation

All students undertake one double period of PE per week at key stage 4.en&udill
participate in a variety of sports and activities that are progressive from Year 10 into Year 11.
The statutory requirements of the National Curriculum will be followed. Opportunities are
given to students to select certain activities or aspextttheir programme of study.

Offsite Facilities

Students are offered the opportunity to conduct some of their PE lessons at offsite facilities.
This offers the advantage of superior facilities and occasionally specialist coaching. All
students attendig offsite venues must complete and return a permission slip before going
offsite. Whilst offsite, students must realise that they are representing Alperton Community
School and are in the public eye. Exemplary behaviour and correct PE kit are requiréonent
use these facilities. Any student who does not represent our school in a positive light will
remain onsite for their lessons. Venues we use within PE lessons inteld-arm leisure
centre, Goals Soccer.

Assessment

Students will be assessed @mgraded on their ability to Plan, Perform and Evaluate in
each area of study. Their final PE grade will be an average of grades that have been
awarded throughout the year.

Junior Leaders AwardI(A\)

Students shall have the opportunity to undertakleet LA course within their core PE
lesson. This involves learning how to plan, prepare, organize and perform leadership
tasks for small groups of students. This is a nationally recognized qualification.

Extra Curricular Activities

The PE department offers mnge of extra curricular activities open to all students.
These clubs usually operate at lunchtimes and after school and include competitive
school team practices to recreational clubs which are purely for fun and enjoyment

18



PSHEE AT KS4

From 2008, the PSHEE Currictilu ¢ & aLJX A G AydG2 (62

Personal weHbeing

y gpStt o0SAy3d KSfLA e&2dzyd LIS2LIX S

Gt 2y f
I N YR Syez2e KSIfaKex alFrF¥S FyR NBaLRyaa

S N&
B I
Economic weHoeing
G SENYyAYy3a G2 | OKAS@S SO2y2YAO pgSttoSAy3
works - it's about helping learners to envisage a positive future for themselves and their
TEYAtASAE

Personal, Social, Health, Economic education aims to:

e ¢ 2 NI A Acénfideduz, Yedpansibility and selisteem.

e To provide a supportive environment for learning.

e To develop the skills needed to make real choices and informed decisions.

e To develop socially and morally responsible behaviour of pupils both in and beyond
the dassroom.

e To develop socially and morally responsible behaviour towards those in authority
and towards each other.

e Learning how businesses work and developing the skills and qualities those
employers need literacy, numeracy, creativity, leadership, proén solving,
teamwork, the ability to work independently and an enterprising spirit.

e ¢2 RSOSt2LJ LWzLIAt aQ (1y2¢fSR3IS aiAtta FyR d

others safe.

RA DA

Syo
of S

Aa

N

e . & LINPOARAY3I 2L NIdzyAGASa F2N Wolkhdf f AFS
deepens their understanding of the subject.
The PSHEE Curriculum covers the following topics:
Personal: Economic:
Physical Health Enterprise
Sex and Relationships Rights and Responsibilities
Drugs and Alcohol su&lebal Is
Bullying Careers
Human Rights Personal Finance
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ART AND DESIGN
(EDEXCEL 2AD01/3AD01

Art in Year 10/11 encompasses a humber of creative skills, media and visual disciplines.
Among these are drawing, painting, prdmiaking, textiles, ceramics, relief materials,
photography and work in a range of pastels.

QCA REQUIREMENTS
The new Edexcel GCSE in Art & Design has been delivered to meet the new QCA subject
criteria for art. e subject criteria include:
- Aims and learning outcomes.
- Subject content.
- Titles and endorsement.
- Assessment objectives.
- Scheme of assessment.
- Grade descriptions.
- Controlled assessment (Unit 1) of student portfolios, which is internally set, marked
and exernally moderated contributing 60% of the marks.*
- An externally set assignment (Unit 2), which is internally marked and externally
moderated contributing 40% of the marks.*

(*Both units are assessed using four Assessment Objectives. These can be symased u
develop, review/experiment, record, present. Each unit is assessed separately out of 80
marks.)

Is this the right subject for me?
This course is suitable for students who are:
- keen to develop their visual skills
- creative, enthusiastic anidhaginative
- able to sustain an investigation
- able to enjoy visits to galleries, museums, workshops and studios
- willing to experiment and take risks in their work
- willing to review their progress and make improvements.

What do | need to know, or be able tdo, before taking this course?

Before undertaking GCSE Art and Design, you will, ideally, have studied art and design at Key
Stage 3. You will be expected to have some experience of using art materials and processes,
together with some knowledge of contgrorary and historical art and design. More
importantly, you should have a commitment to, and love, of the subject and feel motivated

to develop your visual skills and express your ideas in working through projects and
assignments.

What will | learn?
The GCSE covers a range of activities andleppth assignments. You will have the
opportunity to experiment with different media in order to explore your strengths and

preferences. There are a wide range of options within the different endorsements, or you
may choose to work in several areas. Whatever you choose, the main aim of the course is to

21



develop your visual language skills and for you to build a comprehensive portfolio of work to
progress to further courses or employment.

2 KIG OFy L RZ2eted thelcQuMg?L Q@S 02 Y LI
On completion of your GCSE Art and Design course, you could progress to further education.
Courses at Level 3 include:

- BTEC Nationals in Art and Design

- Specialist Diploma in Creative and Media

-  GCE AS Art and Design.
If you choose to lookor a job, you will have a portfolio of work that will evidence your ability
to pursue a tweyear GCSE course in art and design, covering different assignments and
producing a range of work. There may be opportunities to work, for example, in local design
offices, graphic companies and retail, or you may choose to besgifoyed.

Next steps!

You can find out more about the GCSE in Art and Design, by accessing the website:
www.edexcel.com and also by talking to teachers, or accessing the BBC Bitesite.web

22



GCSKRAPHIC PRODUCT
(AQA 1372)

Course Qutline:

This design and technology course is a two part course that is made up @bthiee Work

and theWritten Exam The course work consists of an initial design brief, investigation,
designs, development, making of a quality graphical product in the form of a model and an
evaluation. You are encouraged to usEmputersfor your investigation, designs and
presentation.

Graphic students use materials like foam board, card, Styrofoam and plastics to make their
models. There is a great deal of emphasis on how graphical products are manufactured in
industry and why specdimaterials and processes are used.

CAD/CAM:The use of CAD (computer aided design) and CAM (computer aided manufacture)
are taught and students are encouraged to use CAD software to design and CAM to make a
part of their model.

Typical ProjectsSome othe projects that graphics students have done in the past are Shop
Front Redesign, Point of Sales Display Unit and Product Packaging.

Shop Sign designed made by student using CAD/CAN

Assessment:

The course is
assessed through a
singlecoursework
project worth 60%
and a finalwritten

Shop Front ProjectMaterials used are Shop Sign designed examworth 40%
plastic, foam board, paper, card, MDF, paif and hand made by
and colours. student

Point of Sales Display
Unit for Mobile

Vit Ay B MY
UMM DUMM

ﬁ?*ﬂk’ﬁ’ﬁ VWYY Phones.
SAFEYY 5IPS. Materials used are
i el sl i card, sticky back

I Kb i v anmon plastic, colours.
Lo e YT Y Yo e

Should | choose this option?

If you enjoy designing on paper, on computer
with modelling materials this is a suitable
course for you. Good graphical and drawing
skills are needed to do well in this course.
You can do many courses and many jobs with
this skill. Some of them are Rhact Design
courses and jobs, Architecture courses to be
Architects and jobs in the printing industry.

MAZERIN S DN
B0 O Brarwray- ki gt Macts
Norphs OF oy E 00
cedy lm | X. 5
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Packaging ProjecBlister pack back and
front view. Materials used to make this are
card, photographic paper, laminate,
Vacuum forming plastic.
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